
Editors:  Tine Stone with Catherine Nellist, Deb Marks, Pat Rogers, Susie Casson, and Treva Miller 
To view the ACTS online go to www.stlukesbethesda.org 

DECEMBER 2024 —  JANUARY 2025 

Words for the Beginning 
This year’s Advent theme is “Words for the Beginning: Advent 

Reminders for New Seasons.”  Advent is the beginning of the church 
calendar, and it is the season in which we prepare for everything to change—
because that’s what happens when God shows up.  Everything changes.  And 
that’s what happened when Jesus was born so many years ago: it changed 
everything. 

The curators of the program wrote: 
As the calendar year comes to a close, a new church year begins.   
Christ’s birth ushers us into new ways of living and loving; and yet, the 

world as we know it spins madly on.  In many ways, pregnant Mary was 
surrounded by endings—large and small, personal and political.  But Mary 
proclaimed hope in a God who was and is making all things new.  Christ’s birth 
oƯered a beautiful new beginning for shepherds and Magi alike—all the while, 
King Herod tried to bring Christ’s story to an end.  When we ourselves navigate 
seasons filled with endings and beginnings, we need reminders.  We need 
words that can feel like steady ground, like a path for our feet to find as we 
step forward into the unknown. 

Each week of Advent has a diƯerent focus. 
Dec 1: You are a blessing 
Dec 8: We can’t go alone 
Dec 15:  Do the good that is yours to do 
Dec 22: Hope is worth the risk 

Wow!  Aren’t these words you need to hear?!?!  They are words I need to hear.  This 
program was released in late summer, and yet these topics feel so timely and perfect for what so 
many of us are struggling with, in conversation with God, with ourselves, and with our loved ones.  
How do we live in this time of endings and beginnings? 

On Nov 17, we gathered for intergenerational Sunday School, and we had great 

(Beginning, continued on page 4) 

Jessica Hitchcock 
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Dan Eberly 27 
Daphne Legates 27 
Nathan Henemyre 28 

The ACTS is now distributed electronically using the email address that we have for you on file in the oƯice.  If you did 
not receive it, please update your email address at admin@stlukesbethesda.org. 

If you do not see your birthday listed during the year, please contact the oƯice. 

Birthdays 
Larry Legates 2 
Movita Hercules 3 
Michele Greco 6 
Anna Votaw 7 
Carol Grattan 8 
Maggie Pearson 9 
Bill Casson 10 
Ken Swab 12 
Natalie Bergeron 15 
Vonda O'Sullivan 15 
Stewart Rouleau 16 
John Elsbree 18 
Miranda Marks 18 
Tom Canick 19 
Mary Dufour 23 
Oliver Stewart 24 
Jim Marks 26 
Leslyn Thorne 26 
Andi Pringle 27 

Rebecca Huckabay 28 
Lisa Secrest 29 
Erica James 30 

December Special Dates 
 5 December Donations drop oƯ 
 11 December Lunch Bunch 
 14 December Parish Christmas Party 
 24 December Christmas Eve 
  10 am Service: in person and online 
  5 pm Service: in person and online 
  9 pm Service:  in person and online 
 23 December-  MCPS no school 
 1 January 
 25 December Christmas Day 
 25 December-  OƯice closed 
 1 January  
31 December New Year’s Eve 

January Special Dates 
 1 January New Year’s Day 
  OƯice closed; MCPS no school 
 14 January Lunch Bunch 
 20 January Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 
  OƯice closed; MCPS no school 
 21 January Booklovers 
 25 January Supper Group 
 29 January MCPS no school 

Birthdays 
Lillie Luo 1 
Melody Luo 1 
Alexa Pilone 2 
Tony Rothwell 2 
CliƯ Johnson 3 
Oliver Bergeron 8 
Jackie Shipp 11 
Kathleen Hall 11 
Sharon Murphy 11 
Jim McNamara 13 
Michel Ellert-Beck 14 
Elizabeth Tinling 15 
Angie Wilkinson 17 
Michelle Bales 18 

Thalia Grace Matuszek 22 
Ann Holman 23 
Bill Nellist 23 
Jarod D’Agostino 23 

Mike Bernier 28 
Mira Ray 28 
Eric Voit 31 
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She/hers 

Deb Marks 

Thinking About St. Luke’s 
Have you heard the advice to avoid grocery shopping when you’re 

hungry?  The same principle could apply to writing an ACTS article when 
you feel a general malaise.  

The cure for avoiding a trip to the grocer’s on an empty stomach is 
pretty straightforward. 

But otherwise motivating myself requires more thought … and 
eƯort.  

The term that I often lean towards is intentionality.  For me, 
intentionality is like a bridge that spans from thought to action.  Don’t get 
me wrong, I’m a Grand Master of Procrastination!  But being intentional 
asks more of me than just thinking about something.  Merriam-Webster 
lists deliberate, voluntary, and willing as some common synonyms of the 
word intentional, stressing “an awareness of an end to be achieved.” 

My to-do list of things to be achieved during the so-called “holiday season” feels very much 
at odds with the liturgical Advent season.  I often experience the holiday season as a noisy 
commercial loop that highlights obligations, expectations, and deadlines.  It runs parallel in time 
but otherwise in contrast with Advent, a season of waiting, reflecting, and hoping.  These are very 
diƯerent ends to be achieved.  Waiting, reflecting, and hoping require more intentionality from me 
than plunging headlong into the holiday season loop.  

Reflection is also a basic component in the prayer technique known as The Daily Examen 
which comes to us from Jesuit founder St. Ignatius of Loyola.  The purpose of this prayerful 
exercise is to enhance awareness of God’s presence with us in our daily lives.  At a Spiritual 
Practices Retreat I attended at Claggett Center this fall, the facilitators emphasized that, “with 
practice, you will find a rhythm of praying the Examen that ‘fits’ you.”  How welcoming.  And in the 
same way as waiting and preparing for Jesus’s birth is the end to be achieved during Advent, 
preparation is also key to the Examen: “Quieting myself, I become aware that I am in Your 
presence, O God.  I imagine You looking at me and me looking at You loving me.”  

Although it might be tempting to say that I conquered my initial lassitude through my own 
intentionality, I know that’s not true.  I have a clear, grateful awareness of God’s presence with me 
in a task as simple as writing an ACTS article.  And I don’t feel negative about the entire holiday 
season, either; I look forward to special music, familiar stories, excited children, celebrations, 
and all the baked delights.  I pray that you and those you love will have a Blessed Advent, a Merry 
Christmas, and Joy in 2025.   
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discussions about blessings (words of wisdom and comfort) that help us during times of new 
beginnings; we reminded ourselves of ways that we could be helpful to others; and we listed five 
people beyond our household that God has given us to go to if we need help.  People of a wide 
range of ages talked with each other about the story of the angel coming to Mary to tell her she 
would have a child, God’s son, and name him Jesus.  During our time together, there was a great 
deal of laughter and regular moments of quiet, thoughtful reflection.  Yes, it was a little early to 
talk about Advent, but the world is already celebrating Christmas, so it didn’t feel THAT early.  And 
it was really nice to have some time to think ahead of time about what we hoped our Advent 
observance could be. 

Maybe we can find the blessing that the church celebrates its new year a month before the 
rest of the world does… so we can spend our Advent season thinking about what we want 2025 to 
hold and be.  It will likely be a hard year—but the four weekly topics of Advent oƯer us a perfect 
opportunity to consider what social/emotional resources we need to gather and what patterns we 
need to set up so that we can be the people God made us to be in this time of endings and 
beginnings.  We live in a world that desperately needs the dedication and faithfulness of people 
who are guided and inspired by love of neighbor, love that helps them see beyond themselves, 
love that is bigger than fear. 

The first weekend in Advent, we will hear the words of Isaiah 43 that include the phrase 
“Do not fear, I have called you by name, you are mine.”  These words, part of a song I love dearly 
and that we will sing together, have oƯered me hope and peace in the past, and I know I will lean 
on them heavily in the days ahead.  Come and be a part of the Advent observances at St. Luke’s 
so that God can whisper words of comfort, peace, and courage to your heart and give you the 
strength to meet the days ahead with grace and hope. 

Peace,   Jessica 

(Beginning, continued from page 1) 

Lunch Bunch 
Join us for the next two Lunch Bunch gatherings.  We meet in the Reaves Room at 12 noon 

for conversation while eating our brown bag lunches.  Jessica often starts or ends the meeting 
with a prayer.  There is no designated topic, so the conversation is varied.  We often discuss ways 
the church and our faith can aƯect our lives or our community.  In addition, we try to promote a 
feeling of fellowship; some of us discuss personal plans or activities.   

The next two meetings will be on Tuesday, December 10, and Tuesday, January 14.  The 
first meeting brings to mind discussions of Christmas plans, both for us and the church at large.  
And of course, the January meeting is a week before the inauguration, which could prompt 
discussion.  These two events can cause stress for many of us, and it is beneficial to have a small 
group to share concerns with. 

We also would like to encourage participants to bring a food item to donate to the 
Bethesda Help food pantry to assist others in the community. 

All are welcome.  If you have questions, please contact Marie Holbrook. 
Marie Holbrook 
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BOOKLOVERS 
Booklovers is a group of readers who get together every other month to discuss a 

book.  It is open to everyone.  All meetings take place at St. Luke’s at 1:00 pm.  If you 
like, you can bring your lunch and join us for lunch and conversation at 12:30 pm. 

On January 21, Dr. Linda Freeman will help us compare Barbara Kingsolver’s 
Demon Copperhead with Charles Dickens’s David Copperfield, on which it is based.   

WINNER OF THE PULITZER PRIZE;  WINNER OF THE WOMEN'S PRIZE FOR FICTION;  
New York Times Readers’ Pick: Top 100 Books of the 21st Century;  An Oprah’s Book Club 
Selection;  An Instant New York Times Bestseller;  An Instant Wall Street Journal Bestseller;  A #1 
Washington Post Bestseller;  A New York Times “Ten Best Books of the Year” 

Set in the mountains of southern Appalachia, Demon Copperhead is the story 
of a boy born to a teenaged single mother in a single-wide trailer, with no assets 
beyond his dead father’s good looks and copper-colored hair, a caustic wit, and a 
fierce talent for survival.  Relayed in his own unsparing voice, Demon braves the 
modern perils of foster care, child labor, derelict schools, athletic success, 
addiction, disastrous loves, and crushing losses.  Through all of it, he reckons with 
his own invisibility in a popular culture where even the superheroes have abandoned 
rural people in favor of cities. 

Many generations ago, Charles Dickens wrote David Copperfield from his 
experience as a survivor of institutional poverty and its damages to children in his 
society.  Those problems have yet to be solved in ours.  Dickens is not a prerequisite 
for readers of this novel, but he provided its inspiration.  In transposing a Victorian 
epic novel to the contemporary American South, Barbara Kingsolver enlists Dickens’ 
anger and compassion, and above all, his faith in the transformative powers of a 
good story. Demon Copperhead speaks for a new generation of lost boys, and all 
those born into beautiful, cursed places they can’t imagine leaving behind.    

From Amazon 

Please email Nancy if you plan to attend so she can get you the list of characters and 
discussion questions that Linda has provided. 

If you’d like to be added to the email list, please contact Nancy Reding.  Happy reading! 

Nancy Reding 
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A Gift Toward Christmas Greens 
If you wish to make a gift toward the Christmas greening of the church, 

there are two ways to do so.  Using the special Christmas envelope provided in 
the pews, you can indicate whether your gift is a memorial or a thanksgiving, 
and to whom you wish to dedicate it.  

Or you can donate online, using the QR  code or this link:  
https://onrealm.org/stlukesbethesda/give/christmasflowers.   

You will receive an email confirming your donation.  Please 
forward this email to our Parish Administrator at admin@stlukesbethesda.org, 
with the wording that you wish to appear in the Christmas bulletin. 

The deadline is December 16 for acknowledgement in the Christmas 
bulletin. Thank you.   The Flower Guild  

 

 

SUPPER GROUP:  Can We Take on a Second Agenda? 
What is the purpose of Supper Group, that periodic potluck to which all adult parishioners 

(plus friends and family) are invited? 
1. To enjoy a delicious, collaborative meal together. 
2. To renew and enjoy old acquaintances, to cut up with friends, to make new 

acquaintances, to transform acquaintances into friends, so that we may learn about 
the surpluses and deficits in each other’s lives and come together in mutual support, 
all the while learning what God may have in store for us and for St. Luke’s. 

That’s a pretty challenging agenda.   Can we add another?  Let’s find out when next we meet: 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 25, 2025—the 265th anniversary of the birth of the iconic Scottish 

poet, ROBERT BURNS. 
6 pm at the home of Bill and Susie Casson 
Please contact Susie to ask what you can bring: entrée, side/salad, or dessert.  Please 

remember to also bring what you’d like to drink; non-alcoholic beverages will be provided. 
So, you may ask, “Who is Robert Burns?”  Or you may have no special desire to celebrate 

him.  No problem!  Please come to enjoy food and fellowship, the main point.  At 9 pm, those who 
would like to pay tribute to the Bard (poem, song, jig, historical background, etc.) and those who 
would enjoy such will be invited to gather and glory in all things Scottish.  A designated Master of 
Ceremonies (TBA) will be in charge of this part of the evening.  Stay tuned to hear how this will 
work. 

So whether you’re interested only in the Main Event, or, whether later in the evening you 
want to add on the Second Agenda, a celebration of Robert Burns, YOU ARE WELCOME!  

Questions?  Ride?  Contact Treva Miller. 
Treva Miller 
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 Holiday Toy Drive! 
This year St. Luke’s will once again participate in Small Things Matter’s 

holiday toy drive, serving the 1,000 local food-insecure families who benefit from 
STM’s produce distributions (and St. Lukers’ tasty baked goods)!  

Special requests are: 
Unwrapped toys and gifts for children ages 8 and up  
 Ideas:  arts & craft kits, sports equipment, Squishmallows, etc.   
$10 gift cards for teens and tweens to Target, Starbucks, Old Navy, etc.   
Other supporters provide gifts for younger children, but the older ones need gifts too!  You 

can bring these to the church foyer between November 24-December 15.  Watch the E-News for 
more information, or contact Marta Montoro. 

Marta Montoro 

 

Bethesda Cares 
Bethesda Cares was founded in 1988 with the help of churches, including St. Luke’s, with 

the mission “to prevent, ease, and end homelessness in our community.”  Their vision “is that we 
all have the security of housing to live with dignity, purpose, and community connection.”  Their 
support includes a daily meal program, clothing closet, street outreach services, supportive 
housing services, and an eviction prevention program.  They believe in the importance of first,    
housing clients, and next, helping them continue on their path of life.  

Bethesda Cares has received a large grant from HUD and plans to use it to house more 
homeless people.  Thus, the needs of our January Drive have changed somewhat; this year the 
requests include socks, hoodies, bath towels, linens, toilet paper, and old silverware.  Also 
needed are gift cards from Giant and Target with a value of $20 or $25. 

John Mendez, executive director of Bethesda Cares, will give the sermon at St. Luke’s on 
January 5.  We will be collecting on January 5, 12, and 19.  If you need to bring items in earlier, 
please conytact Clay Miller at 301-762-6911 or hcmiller3@verizon.net. 

Clay Miller 

The Community Engagement Committee 
...will start 2025 with the Basic Needs Cluster.  This cluster wil cover the months of January 

through April.  Each month will feature one of these four organizations:  Bethesda Cares, Loaves 
and Fishes, Bethesda Help, or Samaritan Ministry of Greater Washington.  Stay tuned to learn 
how you can engage with these organizations.  

Clay Miller 
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It’s Time to Advocate 

 
St. Lukers believe that environmental stewardship is an act of faith.  At our Annual Meeting 

in October we adopted the Interfaith Partners for the Chesapeake Partner Congregation Pledge by 
unanimous vote.  This commits us to many acts of stewardship, including to “promote local, 
state, and federal policies that protect natural resources for generations to come,” and to 
“advocate for all communities to have access to a healthy environment.”   

Maryland is blessed with beautiful natural resources, from the wild Assateague barrier 
islands to the majestic Allegheny Mountains.  But our state suƯers its share of environmental 
problems.  Our iconic Chesapeake watershed finally scored a C+ for the first time in over 20 
years, but it still faces major challenges: from agricultural runoƯ on the Eastern Shore, to 
stormwater runoƯ from our streets and rooftops, to invasive species such as blue and flathead 
catfish wreaking havoc on our blue crab population, to rising sea levels that threaten wetlands 
with increasing salinity.  And Maryland relies on an unhealthy mix of sources to produce our 
energy, including 36 and 12 percent from natural gas and coal, and only 12 percent from 
renewable sources, particularly solar and hydropower. 

Maryland has ambitious goals to restore the health of our environment.  The Climate 
Pollution Reduction Plan, published in Dec 2023, is a detailed roadmap to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions by 60 percent from 2006 levels by 2031 and ultimately to achieve net-zero emissions by 
2045.  The plan includes targets and initiatives across the environmental spectrum, such as 
planting 5 million native trees by 2031, requiring businesses to compost food residuals, 
decarbonizing agriculture, and requiring 50 percent of electricity consumed in Maryland to be 
generated by renewable resources, including wind, by 2030. 

Each year, bills to advance Maryland’s climate goals are drafted and debated during the 
legislative session during the first quarter.  This year’s agenda includes bills to reduce plastic 
packaging, increase aƯordable clean energy, ensure sustainable climate funding, protect 
wetlands, and several others.  And although Maryland’s current legislature is fairly pro-
environment, these bills compete with many others for legislators’ attention and for the state’s 
limited budget resources. 

This is why citizen advocacy is so important.  While our support helped pass some 
important bills last year, such as the Whole Watershed Act, corporate interests ensured that our 
beloved bottle bill never made it to a vote.  Our new partner, Interfaith Partners for the 
Chesapeake, will once again organize an environmental lobbying campaign.  Whether through 
letter writing or in-person visits to your representatives in Annapolis, please lend your support; 
these are acts of faith. 

Patrick Crump 
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LOOKING TO OUR FUTURE CLUSTER ACTIVITIES!  

      

Episcopal Relief & Development (ERD) is the compassionate response of The Episcopal 
Church, providing relief in times of disaster and promoting sustainable development.  In 2023, 
ERD’s various programs reached more than 4.1 million people across 41 countries. 

St. Luke’s ongoing support for ERD’s important work is an inter-generational, 16-year parish-
wide eƯort we can all be proud of.  For example, St.  Lukers were incredibly generous in donating to 
hurricane relief eƯorts in September, and last Advent season, Children’s Church picked out their 
own Gifts for Life, while the broader parish contributed to the Middle East Fund.   

ERD continues to support Al Ahli Hospital, based in Gaza City, to purchase fuel and medical 
supplies.  The hospital has endured direct missile hits, blockades, and other challenges, but 
remains open.  Currently, the hospital serves around 500 patients daily, and performs an average 
of 20-24 surgical operations each day. 

In partnership with Anglican Alliance member organizations and the Diocese of Jerusalem, 
ERD also provides access to education to families facing financial hardship because of the war.  
125 students can attend St. George’s School in Jerusalem and The National Christian Kindergarten 
in Nablus at no charge, ensuring continuity of their education and nurturing their well-being. 

“The work of the Diocese is good news despite everything: a beacon of hope in a time of 
trouble,” said the Most Rev. Hosam Naoum, archbishop of the Diocese of Jerusalem, in a recent 
press release.  “As the war goes on, the challenge to the diocese’s institutions is existential, 
especially in the West Bank.  The Anglican Alliance did a great job, but we still need to do more to 
address the collateral damage of the war, as long as the war continues, especially into 2025.” 

Please visit the “Holy Cow” table in Ludlum Hall following both services during Sundays in 
Advent.  You can pick up a Gifts for Life catalog and instructions for how to contribute online or by 
check.  The farm animal jar awaits your spare change! 

All donations from parishioners up to a total of $5,000 will be matched by a very 
generous St. Luke’s family.  And all online donations received by December 31 will be 
matched up to $75,000 by special ERD donors.  

Undesignated contributions will continue to go to ERD’s Middle East Fund this year.  
MOOchas gracias for living out your baptismal promises so faithfully for so many years.       

St. Luke’s has contributed more than $270,000 thus far—let’s keep it up in 2024! 
Marta Montoro 
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FINANCE REPORT OCTOBER 2024 

 
ENDOWMENT FUND BALANCE $161,141 * YTD October = 83% of the year 

Financial Ministry News:  As we enter the holiday season, it is good to note that our financial 
posiƟon enables us to meet all our obligaƟons.  Thanks to all who have pledged for 2025.  Your support 
enables St. Luke’s to exist and to continue providing the spiritual support that makes the world and our 
community a better place in which to live.  Wishing all the best for the holiday! 

If you need to be reimbursed for a purchase or need the Treasurer to pay an invoice, please 
send an email to the office at admin@stlukesbethesda.org and include the receipt, the amount, the 
purpose for the expense, and the budget account to be charged.  All requests for extra money or 
donaƟons by commiƩees, individuals, or church members should have prior approval of the Vestry 
before solicitaƟon. 

Sandy Swab, Treasurer 

  2024 ‘24 Actual % of ‘24 

  Budget Thru Oct Budget * 

REVENUE     
Offering Plate  $    15,000 $    16,503 110% 

Pledge Payments  425,000 358,327 84% 

DonaƟons for FaciliƟes  60,000 59,830 99% 

Altar Flower DonaƟons  5,000 10,232 205% 

GiŌs/Grants for OperaƟons  4,977 14,517 292% 

Miscellaneous   0  

OperaƟng Revenue  $   509,977 $   459,409 90% 
     

EXPENSES     

CompensaƟons  $  402,154 $  329,925 82% 

Church AcƟviƟes  20,000 10,625 53% 

Parish OperaƟons  102,852 90,740 88% 

Community Engagement  20,000 13,198 66% 

Diocesan Giving  50,000 41,670 83% 

OperaƟng Expenses  595,006 486,159 82% 

Surplus/(Deficit)  (85,029) (26,750)  

AddiƟonal Funding – reserves   85,029 0  

  $         0 ($26,750)  
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For up-to- date Calendar information, go to stlukesbethesda.org, click on Calendar. 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
1  Advent I 
8:30am  

Worship Service  
(in person only) 

10:00am 
Worship Service 
(in person & 
online) 

5:00pm 
Outside group event 

8:30pm Youth AA 

2 
8:00pm  
Men's AA 

3 
1:30pm 
Fitness class 

7:30pm  
Outside group event 

4 
11:00am  
Staff meeting 

12:00pm  
Noonday 
Prayer  
(online) 

3:00pm Private 
piano lessons 

6:30pm  
Evening Prayer 
(online) 

5 
4:00pm 
Donations  
drop off 

8:00pm 
Choir 
rehearsal 

8:00pm  
Women's AA 

6 
6:00pm 
Outside 
group 
event 

7 
5:00pm 
Outside group 
event 

5:00pm  
Talk & Pray  
(in person) 

8  Advent II 
8:30am  
Worship Service  
(in person only) 

10:00am  
Worship Service  
(in person & online) 

12:30pm 
Outside group event 

5:00pm 
Outside group event  

8:30pm Youth AA 

9 
7:00pm  
Finance 
meeting 

8:00pm  
Men's AA 

10 
12:00 
Lunch Bunch 

1:30pm 
Fitness class 

6:00pm 
Grosvenor Heights HOA 

11 
10:30am  
Retired Men's 
Group (online) 

11:00am  
Staff meeting 

12:00pm  
Noonday 
Prayer (online) 

6:30pm  
Evening Prayer 
(online) 

6:30pm Outside 
group event 

12 
8:00pm 
Choir 
rehearsal 

8:00pm  
Women's AA 

13 
New Leaf 
Shelter 
Dinner 

14 
10:00am  
Outside group 
event 

4:00pm  
Christmas 
Party 

15  Advent III 
8:30am  
Worship Service  
(in person only) 

10:00am  
Worship Service  
(in person & online) 

2:00pm Outside group 
event 

5:00pm  
Outside group event 

8:30pm Youth AA 

16 
8:00pm  
Men's AA 

17 
1:30pm 
Fitness class 

7:00pm  
Vestry meeting 

18 
11:00am  
Staff meeting 

12:00pm  
Noonday 
Prayer (online) 

19 
8:00pm 
Choir 
rehearsal 

8:00pm  
Women's AA 

20 21 
5:00pm  
Talk & Pray  
(in person) 

6:30pm 
Outside group 
event 

22  Advent IV 
8:30am  
Worship Service  
(in person only) 

10:00am  
Worship Service  
(in person & online) 

5:00pm 
Outside group event  

8:30pm Youth AA 

23 
8:00pm  
Men's AA 

24 
10:00am  
Worship Service 
(in person & online) 

5:00pm  
Worship Service 
(in person & online) 

9:00pm  
Worship Service 
(in person & online) 

25 
Christmas Day 
Office closed 
 

26 
Office closed 
8:00pm  
Women's AA 

27 
Office 
closed 

28 
5:00pm  
Talk & Pray  
(in person) 

6:30pm  
Outside group 
event 

29 
8:30am  
Worship Service  
(in person only) 

10:00am  
Worship Service  
(in person & online) 

5:00pm 
Outside group event  

8:30pm Youth AA 

30 
Office 
closed 

8:00pm  
Men's AA 

31 
Office closed 

1 
New Year's Day 
Office closed 

2 
8:00pm 
Women's AA 

3 4 
5:00pm  
Talk & Pray  
(in person) 

6:30pm  
Outside group 
event  

December 2024 



The Rev. Jessica K. Hitchcock 
Rector 

email:  jessica@stlukesbethesda.org 

ACTS of St. Luke’s 
Newsletter for members and friends of 

St. Luke’s; 
published monthly, except  

January & August. 

ACTS Deadline:   
15th of the preceding month 

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 

Trinity Parish 

6030 Grosvenor Lane 

Bethesda, Maryland  20814- 1852 

 
Phone: 301- 530- 1800    Fax: 301-530- 1802 

email:  admin@stlukesbethesda.org 

website:  stlukesbethesda.org 

St. Luke’s Annual All-Parish Christmas Party 
Hello, St. Luke’s! 

Thanks for making me feel so at home.  I’m Irene Schindler, new to St. Luke’s and a native 
Washingtonian.  My husband and I raised two children here, who appear to have launched 
successfully (thank you, God!).  I’m a recovering lobbyist and former Capitol Hill Rat working on a 
middle school novel about a plucky girl out to sabotage her mother’s Senate campaign. 

But that’s not why I’m writing.  This will be my second Christmas without my mom.  While 
last Christmas felt numb, I want to make this one better.  That means creating new traditions, 
reaching out, and meeting people like you. 

So, whether you are elated about the election results or despondent, need to connect 
with old friends, or want to meet new people—be brave and join us at what the Washington Post 
has called— 

“The Best-Kept Secret in Town– St. Luke’s Annual Christmas Party” 
(Okay, that part was fake news.)  But this will be the best place to be! 

Saturday, December 14 
4 pm:   Hors d’oeuvres and Reception 

Where:  Reaves Room, Lower Level 
5 pm:   Dinner: Culinary Heaven 

Where:  Ludlum Hall 
Donation:  $5 per person / $10 for families 

SIGN UP FOR SIDES AND DESSERTS!  We will supply the protein options, but please sign 
up through the SignUpGenius to bring sides/desserts/salads.  There will also be a sign-up sheet 
in Ludlum Hall.  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0B48AFAF2BA0FC1-53315056-stlukes  

DECK THE HALLS: We are looking for volunteers to prep Ludlum Hall on Friday, 
December 13, with two options available. 

· Starting at 10:30 am we will set up Ludlum Hall: placing tables and chairs, hanging up 
lights all around, etc. 

· Starting at 1:00 pm, we will "bring the magic" through that decorating touch: adding 
the tablecloths, centerpieces, wall decorations, and more. 

Come for one or both—stay as long as you can.  If your morning is jammed, we have 
afternoon slots available starting at 1pm, and we promise high-fives and hugs.  (Or not, if that’s 
not your thing!)  Thank you!!! 

Irene Schindler 


