
​COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT​

​Ministry​ ​Description:​ ​The​ ​mission​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Community​ ​Engagement​ ​(CE)​ ​Ministry​ ​is​ ​to​ ​share​ ​the​
​extravagant​ ​hospitality​ ​and​ ​inclusive​ ​love​ ​of​ ​God​ ​and​ ​God’s​ ​blessings​ ​so​ ​that​ ​people’s​ ​lives​ ​are​
​changed​​for​​the​​better.​ ​God’s​​work​​is​​never​​done,​​and​​our​​prayers​​alone​​are​​insufficient.​​That’s​​why,​
​in​​addition​​to​​our​​acts​​of​​compassion​​and​​justice,​​we​​must​​reflect​​a​​loving​​and​​living​​God​​through​​our​
​support​ ​of​ ​organizations​ ​and​ ​activities​ ​that​ ​treat​ ​everyone​ ​with​ ​dignity​ ​and​ ​respect,​ ​working​ ​toward​
​universal human rights and social/racial justice.​

​And​​this​​year,​​we​​are​​thrilled​​to​​work​​with​​Michelle​​Dibblee,​​Missioner​​for​​Equity​​and​​Justice​​from​​the​
​Episcopal​ ​Diocese​ ​of​ ​Washington​​(EDOW),​​who​​recently​​joined​​St​​Luke’s​​as​​our​​intern​​Deacon​​and​
​liaison with EDOW.​

​All​ ​of​ ​our​ ​efforts​ ​are​ ​sustained​ ​and​ ​supported​ ​by​ ​St.​ ​Luke’s​ ​and​ ​organized​ ​by​ ​the​ ​CE​ ​ministry.​ ​By​
​creating​ ​community​ ​with​ ​our​ ​neighbors​ ​in​ ​need,​ ​we​ ​foster​ ​giving,​ ​volunteerism,​ ​education,​
​empowerment,​ ​and​ ​advocacy​ ​around​ ​three​ ​primary​ ​callings,​ ​referred​ ​to​ ​as​ ​“Clusters.”​​The​​Clusters​
​below​ ​reflect​ ​our​ ​seasonal​ ​efforts:​ ​Basic​ ​Needs​ ​(January-April);​ ​Human​ ​Rights​ ​&​ ​Dignity​
​(May-August), and​​Looking to Our Future​​(September-December).​

​Members​ ​of​ ​this​ ​Ministry:​ ​The​ ​Ministry​ ​is​ ​managed​ ​by​ ​the​ ​Community​ ​Engagement​ ​Committee,​
​now​ ​chaired​ ​by​ ​Irene​ ​Schindler​ ​(​​ireneschindler@gmail.com​​)​ ​and​ ​Peter​ ​Stelnyk​
​(​​petestelnyk@yahoo.com​​).​ ​Committee​ ​members​ ​include:​ ​Soumaia​ ​Amin,​ ​Patrick​ ​Crump,​ ​Amanda​
​Freeman,​ ​Ron​ ​Leung,​ ​Kathy​ ​Makos,​ ​Clay​ ​Miller,​ ​Marta​ ​Montoro,​ ​Jack​ ​Orrick,​ ​Meg​ ​Shematz,​ ​Dana​
​Smith,​​and​​Sister​​Patricia​​Terry.​​Our​​Vestry​​liaison​​is​​Catherine​​Nellist.​ ​Many​​other​​parishioners​​serve​
​as liaisons to our partner organizations or assist with planning various service activities.​
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​What has this ministry been up to this past year?​
​Community​ ​Engagement​ ​is​ ​a​ ​continuous,​ ​yearly​ ​ministry​ ​in​ ​which​ ​nearly​ ​every​ ​parishioner​
​participates.​ ​The​ ​annual​ ​report​ ​reflects​ ​the​ ​ministry’s​ ​activities​ ​over​ ​the​ ​past​ ​year,​ ​but​ ​several​
​highlights illustrate the many ways St. Lukers have engaged with our wider community.​

​Each​ ​pledging​ ​family​ ​contributes​ ​to​ ​the​ ​Community​ ​Engagement​ ​fund​ ​through​ ​a​ ​budget​ ​allocation​
​from​ ​pledges,​ ​decided​ ​by​ ​the​​Vestry​​and​​finance​​ministry,​​for​​which​​$22,000​​was​​allocated​​this​​past​
​year.​​This​​budget​​serves​​as​​the​​baseline​​amount​​beyond​​which​​many​​parishioners​​contribute​​directly​
​to​ ​supported​ ​charitable​ ​organizations​ ​over​ ​the​ ​remainder​ ​of​ ​the​ ​year.​ ​Individual​ ​parishioners​ ​have​
​donated​​an​​additional​​$70,000​​to​​community​​engagement​​work​​over​​the​​past​​year,​​amounting​​to​​a​
​leverage​ ​of​ ​350%.​ ​The​ ​in-kind​ ​donations​ ​of​ ​time,​ ​volunteering,​ ​and​ ​financial​ ​contributions—in​
​addition​​to​​food​​donations,​​knitted​​scarves,​​baked​​goods,​​gently​​used​​clothes,​​and​​served​​meals—are​
​difficult​ ​to​ ​translate​ ​into​ ​monetary​ ​terms.​ ​But​ ​this​ ​effort​ ​raises​ ​the​ ​leverage​ ​of​ ​the​ ​annual​ ​giving​
​budget​ ​another​ ​3-4​ ​times.​ ​With​ ​the​ ​impact​ ​of​ ​recent​​government​​and​​related​​layoffs/re-assignment​
​and​ ​budget​ ​cuts​ ​to​ ​critical​ ​programs,​ ​the​​CE​​committee​​envisions​​the​​need​​and​​reliance​​of​​those​​in​
​the community on CE’s receiving organizations to only increase in the coming year.​

​To​ ​address​ ​basic​ ​needs​ ​in​ ​the​​Greater​​Washington​​area,​
​St.​ ​Luke’s​ ​has​ ​partnered​ ​with​ ​Bethesda​ ​Cares,​ ​Loaves​
​and​ ​Fishes,​ ​Samaritan​ ​Ministry,​ ​and​ ​Bethesda​ ​Help.​ ​To​
​advocate​ ​for​ ​human​ ​rights​ ​and​​dignity,​​we​​partnered​​with​
​Interfaith​ ​Works’​ ​Women’s​ ​Center,​ ​as​ ​well​ ​as​ ​their​ ​New​
​Leaf​ ​Shelter,​​and​​with​​Cornerstone​​Montgomery.​​We​​also​
​participated​​in​​PRIDE​​and​​Juneteenth​​events.​ ​To​​prepare​
​for​ ​a​ ​better​ ​future​ ​at​ ​home​ ​and​ ​around​ ​the​ ​world,​ ​St.​
​Luke’s​ ​continues​ ​to​ ​partner​ ​with​ ​the​ ​Bishop​ ​Walker​
​School,​ ​Interfaith​ ​Partners​ ​for​ ​the​ ​Chesapeake,​ ​Small​
​Things Matter, and Episcopal Relief and Development.​

​Whether (& Weather) through:​
​●​ ​more than $20,000 for the Episcopal Relief and Development​
​●​ ​monthly food donations and deliveries for Bethesda Help’s food-insecure clients​
​●​ ​Climate Hero pledges to reduce carbon emissions by 30 tons on Earth Day​
​●​ ​preparing​ ​and​ ​serving​ ​meals​ ​at​ ​Interfaith​ ​Works​ ​Women’s​ ​Center​ ​during​ ​the​ ​Memorial​ ​Day​

​week​
​●​ ​packing​ ​10,000​ ​nutritious,​ ​easy-to-cook​ ​food​ ​bags​ ​for​ ​Rise​ ​Against​ ​Hunger​ ​for​ ​the​ ​June​ ​“Be​

​the Church” Day​
​●​ ​providing school supplies for the back-to-school drive for Bishop Walker School students​

​St.​​Lukers​​have​​consistently​​and​​generously​​sought​​to​​bring​​forth​​God’s​​kingdom​​on​​earth.​​St​​Luke’s​
​collected​ ​offerings​ ​at​ ​Easter,​ ​Christmas,​ ​and​ ​during​ ​the​ ​fall’s​ ​Pet​ ​Blessing​ ​weekend​ ​in​ ​October.​
​Thank you all!​



​Community Engagement Survey​

​To​​remain​​aligned​​with​​parishioner​​priorities,​​the​​CE​​Ministry​​Team​​conducted​​a​​parish-wide​​survey​​in​
​February​​and​​early​​March​​2025,​​garnering​​85​​responses.​​The​​CE​​Team​​presented​​the​​results​​of​​this​
​discernment​ ​process​ ​to​ ​the​ ​parish​ ​in​ ​two​​post-service​​forums​​on​​Pentecost,​​June​​8,​​also​​posted​​on​
​the​ ​CE​ ​page​ ​of​ ​St.​ ​Luke’s​ ​website.​ ​With​​12​​specific​​recommendations,​​the​​CE​​Team’s​​response​​to​
​parishioner​ ​feedback​ ​will​ ​include​ ​providing​ ​more​ ​context​ ​on​ ​the​ ​issues​ ​and​ ​activities​ ​we​ ​support,​
​more​ ​reporting​ ​on​ ​their​ ​impact—for​ ​beneficiaries​ ​and​ ​parishioners​ ​alike,​ ​and​ ​ensuring​​activities​​are​
​accessible​ ​to​ ​all​ ​ages​ ​and​ ​abilities.​ ​Our​ ​current​ ​Looking​ ​To​ ​Our​ ​Future​ ​cluster​ ​has​ ​sought​ ​to​
​incorporate​ ​these​ ​recommendations​ ​into​ ​its​ ​plans,​ ​with​ ​weekly​ ​Hot​ ​News​ ​reflections​ ​on​ ​cluster​
​themes​ ​and​ ​activities,​ ​a​ ​forum​ ​on​ ​the​ ​state​ ​of​ ​international​ ​development​ ​during​ ​our​ ​Holy​ ​Cow​
​campaign,​ ​with​ ​reflections​ ​from​ ​development​ ​practitioners​ ​in​ ​our​ ​congregation,​ ​and​ ​accessible​
​stewardship activities for our Be the Church stewardship event at Cabin John Creek.​

​Basic Needs Cluster (January-April)​

​This​ ​cluster​ ​addresses​ ​the​ ​basic​ ​needs​ ​of​ ​people​ ​living​ ​in​ ​our​ ​community.​ ​In​ ​addition​ ​to​ ​our​
​partnerships​ ​listed​ ​below,​​St.​​Luke’s​​donated​​$2,163​​from​​the​​Easter​​plate​​collection,​​designated​​for​
​EDOW's​​Emergency​​Relief​​Fund​​to​​support​​federal​​workers​​displaced​​by​​recent​​layoffs​​.​​We​​matched​
​that amount from the CE discretionary line item and sent $4,326 to the EDOW fund.​

​Samaritan​ ​Ministry​ ​of​ ​Greater​ ​Washington​ ​(SMGW)​
​was​ ​founded​ ​by​ ​12​ ​Episcopal​ ​churches,​ ​of​ ​which​ ​St.​
​Luke’s​ ​was​ ​one.​ ​Samaritan​ ​Ministry,​ ​through​ ​its​ ​Next​
​Step​​Program,​​works​​with​​individual​​program​​participants​
​to​ ​help​ ​them​ ​set​ ​goals​ ​and​ ​take​ ​manageable​ ​next​​steps​
​toward​ ​achieving​ ​them,​ ​including​ ​seeking​ ​employment,​
​obtaining​ ​housing,​ ​and​ ​advancing​ ​their​ ​education.​ ​Jack​
​Orrick and Peter Stelnyk are our partner liaisons.​

​Samaritan​​Ministry​​held​​its​​annual​​gala​​on​​November​​2​​at​
​St.​ ​Paul’s​ ​Rock​ ​Creek.​ ​The​​annual​​Next​​Step​​Breakfast​
​was​ ​held​ ​on​ ​March​​29​​at​​the​​National​​Press​​Club,​​which​
​featured​ ​a​ ​homily​ ​by​ ​Bishop​ ​Marianne​ ​Budde.​ ​On​ ​April​ ​27,​ ​St.​ ​Luke’s​ ​held​ ​a​ ​Samaritan​ ​Ministry​
​Sunday,​ ​with​ ​the​ ​executive​ ​director,​ ​the​ ​develop​​ment​ ​director,​ ​the​ ​volunteer​ ​coordinator,​ ​and​ ​a​
​program​​participant​​attending​​both​​services.​​We​​held​​a​​discussion​​after​​the​​10​​am​​service.​​Samaritan​
​Ministry​​continues​​to​​collect​​toiletry​​donations​​on​​an​​ongoing​​basis.​​In​​November​​and​​December,​​we​
​collect​ ​gift​​cards​​for​​holiday​​parties​​to​​give​​to​​the​​children​​of​​Samaritan​​Ministry​​participants.​​SMGW​
​offers a variety of opportunities for individuals interested in volunteering.​
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​Bethesda​ ​Cares​ ​was​ ​founded​ ​in​ ​1988​ ​with​ ​the​ ​help​ ​of​ ​churches,​ ​including​ ​St.​ ​Luke’s​ ​Episcopal​
​Church.​ ​Clay​ ​Miller​ ​is​ ​our​ ​partner​ ​liaison.​ ​The​ ​mission​ ​of​ ​Bethesda​ ​Cares​ ​is​​“to​​prevent,​​ease,​​and​
​end​​homelessness​​in​​our​​community.”​​Their​​vision​​“is​​that​​we​​all​​have​​the​​security​​of​​housing​​to​​live​
​with​ ​dignity,​ ​purpose,​ ​and​ ​community​ ​connection”.​ ​Their​ ​support​ ​includes​ ​a​ ​daily​ ​meal​ ​program,​
​clothing​ ​closet,​ ​street​ ​outreach​ ​services,​ ​supportive​ ​housing​ ​services,​ ​and​ ​an​ ​eviction​ ​prevention​
​program.​ ​They​ ​believe​ ​in​ ​a​ ​“housing​ ​first”​ ​approach,​ ​providing​ ​essential​ ​stability​ ​to​ ​then​ ​enable​
​clients​​to​​continue​​on​​their​​path​​of​​life.​​They​​have​​achieved​​a​​97%​​housing​​retention​​rate.​ ​Bethesda​
​Cares​ ​is​ ​thrilled​ ​to​ ​announce​ ​a​ ​new​​“Street​​to​​Home“​​project​​partnership​​involving​​Bethesda​​Cares,​
​Mary’s​ ​Center,​​and​​The​​Coordinating​​Center.​​They​​were​​awarded​​a​​three-year​​$4.32​​million​​grant​​in​
​federal​​funding​​in​​FY​​2023​​through​​the​​HUD​​Continuum​​of​​Care​​Supplemental​​Allocation.​​It​​is​​unclear​
​whether​ ​the​ ​grant​ ​opportunity​ ​will​ ​remain​ ​available​ ​after​ ​the​ ​fiscal​ ​year​ ​2026.​ ​To​ ​date,​ ​the​ ​project​
​serves​ ​80-120​ ​individuals​ ​annually​ ​with​ ​rental​ ​subsidies.​ ​This​​past​​January,​​executive​​director​​John​
​Mendez​ ​delivered​ ​a​ ​sermon​ ​at​ ​St.​ ​Luke’s​ ​on​ ​January​ ​5,​ ​while​ ​St​ ​Luke’s​ ​clothing​ ​drive​ ​netted​ ​19​
​jackets/coats​ ​and​ ​hooded​ ​sweatshirts,​ ​28​ ​hand-knit​ ​scarves,​ ​133​ ​pairs​ ​of​ ​warm​ ​socks,​ ​and​ ​$465​
​worth​ ​of​ ​gift​ ​cards.​ ​Overall,​ ​in-kind​ ​donations​ ​and​ ​community​ ​giving​ ​account​ ​for​ ​approximately​ ​19​
​percent​ ​of​ ​their​ ​annual​ ​budget,​ ​while​ ​the​ ​bulk​ ​of​ ​their​ ​funding​​comes​​from​​federal​​and​​state​​grants.​
​We anticipate the need to climb as federal programs to assist the homeless are reduced.​

​Parishioners​ ​from​ ​St​ ​Luke’s​ ​have​ ​been​ ​preparing​​monthly​
​meals​ ​for​​New​​Leaf​​Shelter-Interfaith​​Works​​since​​1991.​
​Formerly​ ​known​ ​as​ ​the​ ​Bethesda​ ​Men’s​ ​Shelter,​ ​run​ ​by​
​Catholic​ ​Charities,​ ​New​ ​Leaf​ ​Shelter​ ​is​ ​now​ ​operated​ ​by​
​Interfaith​ ​Works​ ​and​ ​has​ ​been​ ​a​ ​recipient​ ​of​ ​our​ ​meals.​
​Currently,​ ​we​ ​partner​ ​with​ ​North​ ​Chevy​ ​Chase​ ​Christian​
​Church​​to​​prepare​​15​​servings.​​The​​meals​​are​​taken​​to​​the​
​shelter​ ​on​ ​Marinelli​ ​Road​ ​on​ ​the​ ​second​ ​Friday​ ​of​ ​every​
​month.​ ​Our​ ​meals​ ​consist​ ​of​ ​chicken,​ ​a​ ​vegetarian​ ​dish,​
​rice, salad, vegetables, and dessert. Clay Miller is our partner liaison.​

​Bethesda​​Help​​is​​a​​multi-faith,​​all-volunteer​​nonprofit​​that​​delivers​​bagged​​groceries,​​Giant​​&​​Target​
​gift​ ​cards,​ ​and​ ​kids’​ ​snack​ ​bags​ ​to​ ​residents​ ​in​ ​need.​ ​St.​ ​Luke’s​ ​is​ ​one​ ​of​​the​​original​​14​​founding​
​congregations​ ​in​ ​1968.​ ​St.​ ​Luke’s​ ​members​ ​support​ ​the​ ​organization​ ​year-round​ ​with​ ​a​ ​dedicated​
​area​​in​​the​​church​​for​​donations.​ ​From​​October​​2024​​to​​the​​present,​​we​​have​​donated​​1,514​​pounds​
​of food and 407 boxes of cereal.​

​In​ ​March,​ ​we​ ​highlighted​​the​​organization​​through​​a​​focused​​food​​drive​​and​​a​​roundtable​​discussion​
​of​ ​the​ ​2024​ ​Capital​ ​Area​​Food​​Bank’s​​Hunger​​Report,​​which​​highlighted​​food​​insecurity​​in​​the​​DMV.​
​From​​those​​activities,​​several​​St.​​Luke’s​​parishioners​​volunteered​​to​​become​​drivers​​and​​baggers.​ ​At​
​the end of June, we supplied and packed 200 kids’ snack bags as an all-parish event.​

​This​ ​summer,​ ​the​ ​organization​ ​acknowledged​ ​facing​ ​significant​ ​challenges;​​the​​most​​pressing​​issue​
​was​ ​the​ ​need​ ​for​ ​volunteers​ ​for​ ​the​ ​management​ ​team.​ ​Rising​ ​food​ ​costs,​ ​a​ ​decrease​ ​in​ ​SNAP​
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​benefits​ ​(food​ ​assistance​ ​for​ ​families,​ ​the​ ​elderly,​ ​and​ ​kids),​ ​and​ ​the​ ​growth​ ​of​ ​economic​ ​insecurity​
​have​​strained​​the​​organization’s​​budget.​ ​Bethesda​​Help​​is​​no​​longer​​able​​to​​provide​​limited​​financial​
​assistance​ ​to​ ​clients.​ ​However,​ ​the​ ​board​ ​has​ ​been​ ​able​ ​to​ ​recruit​ ​several​ ​new​ ​management​
​volunteers and plans to continue with grocery deliveries.​

​In​ ​addition​ ​to​ ​groceries​ ​and​ ​gift​ ​cards,​ ​Bethesda​
​Help​ ​delivers​ ​Kid​ ​Snack​ ​Bags​ ​to​ ​our​ ​neighbors​ ​in​
​need.​ ​Healthy​​items​​such​​as​​milk,​​granola​​bars,​​and​
​applesauce​ ​are​ ​among​ ​occasional​ ​treats,​ ​and​ ​are​
​highly​ ​anticipated​ ​by​​the​​children​​who​​receive​​them.​
​On​ ​June​ ​29​​th​​,​ ​after​ ​the​ ​10:00​ ​a.m.​ ​service,​ ​Meg​
​Shematz​ ​led​ ​an​ ​All-Parish​ ​Bethesda​ ​Help​ ​Healthy​
​Snack​ ​Bag​ ​assembly​ ​in​​Ludlum​​Hall​​to​​be​​delivered​
​to the Pantry.​

​Loaves and Fishes​

​In​ ​2024,​ ​following​ ​an​ ​extended​
​pandemic​ ​hiatus,​ ​a​ ​small​ ​group​ ​of​
​St.​ ​Luke's​ ​volunteers​ ​returned​ ​to​ ​St.​ ​Stephen​ ​&​ ​the​
​Incarnation​ ​Episcopal​ ​Church​ ​(located​ ​in​ ​Columbia​
​Heights,​​DC) to​​pack​​and​​distribute​​meals​​to-go​​on​​the​
​third​ ​Sunday​ ​of​ ​each​ ​month​ ​and​ ​on​ ​Labor​ ​Day. The​
​program​ ​has​ ​not​ ​resumed​ ​in-person​ ​serving,​ ​but​ ​the​
​demand​ ​for​ ​warm​ ​meals​ ​on​ ​weekends​ ​remains​ ​high,​
​as​ ​other​​feeding​​programs​​are​​closed​​during​​this​​time.​
​Volunteers​ ​typically​ ​leave​ ​St.​ ​Luke's​ ​at​ ​7:30​ ​a.m.​ ​via​
​carpool​ ​and​ ​return​ ​around​ ​10​ ​a.m.​ ​SSL​ ​hours​ ​can​ ​be​
​arranged. If interested, please contact Marta Montoro.​

​Meals-to-go at Loaves & Fishes​

​Human Rights and Dignity (May-August)​

​This​​cluster​​supports​​organizations​​and​​activities​​that​​treat​​everyone​
​with​​dignity​​and​​respect,​​working​​toward​​universal​​human​​rights​​and​
​social/racial​ ​justice.​ ​Since​ ​its​ ​May​ ​launch,​ ​the​ ​Cluster​ ​has​
​addressed​​a​​number​​of​​human​​rights​​issues,​​including​​mental​​health​
​awareness,​​women’s​​health​​and​​dignity,​​combating​​violence​​against​
​women,​ ​marriage​ ​equality,​ ​racial​ ​reconciliation,​ ​refugee​ ​protection,​
​and​ ​food​​security.​​The​​activities​​were​​implemented​​through​​a​​range​
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​of​ ​methods,​ ​from​ ​workshops​ ​and​ ​sermons​ ​to​ ​congregational​ ​and​ ​youth​ ​activities​ ​such​ ​as​ ​packing​
​snack bags.​

​For​ ​our​ ​Launch,​ ​we​ ​lined​ ​the​ ​pews​ ​with​ ​sticky​ ​notes​ ​on​ ​which​ ​parishioners​ ​could​ ​write​ ​a​ ​human​
​rights/justice​​issue​​that​​concerned​​them.​​The​​notes​​were​​posted​​on​​a​​poster​​in​​the​​foyer​​for​​everyone​
​to​ ​consider​ ​and​ ​for​ ​the​ ​CE​ ​team​ ​to​ ​examine.​ ​Irene​ ​Schindler​ ​used​ ​her​ ​promotional​ ​skills​ ​to​ ​create​
​large​​banner​​calendars​​in​​Ludlum​​Hall,​​announcing​​the​​Cluster​​events​​for​​each​​month.​​Improved​​and​
​diverse communication was identified as a parish need in the CE Survey.​

​We​​began​​a​​new​​trend​​by​​posting​​excerpts​​from​​the​​Carter​​Center’s​​Scripturally​​Annotated​​Universal​
​Declaration​ ​of​ ​Human​ ​Rights​ ​in​ ​e-news​ ​and​ ​Hot​​News​​every​​week​​.​​Each​​week,​​we​​featured​​one​​of​
​the​ ​30​ ​human​ ​rights,​ ​along​ ​with​ ​Bible​ ​passages​ ​that​ ​support​ ​it.​ ​We​ ​hoped​ ​to​ ​instill​ ​a​ ​sense​ ​of​
​purpose,​ ​hope,​ ​and​​courage​​in​​all​​by​​connecting​​the​​Bible​​passage​​with​​the​​Cluster​​advocacy​​event​
​that week and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.​

​Meg​ ​Shematz​ ​and​ ​Amanda​ ​Freeman​ ​led​ ​our​ ​Mental​ ​Health​ ​Ministry​ ​by​ ​facilitating​ ​a​ ​Prayer​
​Discussion​​for​​Mental​​Health​​Awareness​​on​​May​​18,​​following​​the​​10:00​​service.​​This​​event​​followed​
​a​​prayerful​​and​​open​​format,​​with​​resources​​offered.​ ​The​​effort​​began​​slowly​​in​​February​​in​​response​
​to​ ​the​ ​announcement​ ​of​ ​DOGE’s​ ​decision​ ​to​ ​eliminate​ ​federal​ ​workers​ ​in​ ​foreign​ ​aid,​ ​but​ ​spread​
​throughout​ ​all​ ​aspects​ ​of​ ​the​ ​government.​ ​This​ ​led​ ​to​ ​informal​ ​meetings​ ​in​ ​Ludlum​ ​Hall​ ​and,​
​subsequently,​ ​a​ ​request​ ​at​ ​our​ ​May​ ​11​ ​services​ ​for​ ​parishioners​ ​to​ ​share​ ​a​ ​note​ ​on​ ​the​​challenges​
​they​​face​​and​​the​​support​​needed​​for​​federal​​workers,​
​or​ ​anyone​ ​feeling​ ​isolated,​ ​anxious,​ ​or​ ​in​ ​crisis.​ ​The​
​Cluster​ ​also​ ​supported​ ​the​ ​May​ ​17​ ​Cornerstone​
​Unmasking​ ​Gala​ ​at​ ​their​ ​Southport​ ​location.​ ​The​
​theme​ ​was​ ​a​ ​“Masquerade”​​unmasking​​the​​stigma​​of​
​mental health.​

​In​ ​addition,​ ​St.​ ​Luke’s​ ​also​ ​provided​ ​meals​ ​for​​35-40​
​women​ ​at​ ​the​ ​Interfaith​ ​Works​ ​Women’s​ ​Center​
​Meal​ ​Week​ ​during​ ​the​ ​week​​of​​May​​25-31​​(Memorial​
​Day,​ ​May​ ​26​​th​​).​ ​The​ ​Center​ ​facilitates​ ​women’s​
​recovery​ ​and​ ​stability.​ ​This​ ​year,​ ​St.​ ​Luke’s​
​parishioners​ ​cooked​ ​and​ ​served​ ​dinners​ ​every​ ​night,​
​prepared​ ​daily​ ​lunches​ ​and​ ​snack​ ​bags​ ​for​ ​the​ ​residents,​ ​and​​helped​​stock​​their​​pantry.​​Organizers​
​Andi Pringle and Karen Schneider report that it was a great success and well-received by clients.​

​June​ ​is​ ​PRIDE​ ​Month​​!​ ​Once​ ​again,​ ​St​ ​Luke’s​ ​joined​ ​other​ ​Montgomery​
​County​ ​Episcopal​ ​Churches​ ​at​ ​a​ ​booth​ ​during​ ​the​ ​annual​ ​Rockville​​PRIDE​
​event,​​Sunday,​​June​​1,​​2-5​​pm​​in​​the​​Rockville​​Town​​Square.​​Free,​​with​​live​
​performances,​ ​PRIDE​ ​organizations,​ ​arts​ ​and​ ​crafts,​ ​and​ ​children’s​
​activities,​ ​we​ ​once​ ​again​ ​promoted​ ​St.​ ​Luke’s​ ​“Radical​ ​Hospitality/Love​ ​Is​
​Love”​​welcoming​​theme.​​As​​always,​​this​​was​​a​​time​​for​​sharing​​connection,​
​joy, peace, and laughter.​

https://www.cartercenter.org/resources/pdfs/peace/human_rights/universal-declaration-human-rights-scriptually-annotated.pdf
https://www.cartercenter.org/resources/pdfs/peace/human_rights/universal-declaration-human-rights-scriptually-annotated.pdf


​The​ ​Annual​ ​Scotland​ ​Juneteenth​ ​Heritage​ ​Festival,​ ​held​ ​from​
​Saturday,​ ​June​ ​15,​ ​to​ ​Wednesday,​ ​June​ ​19,​ ​is​ ​an​ ​extraordinarily​
​successful​ ​cultural​ ​event​ ​that​ ​supports​ ​the​ ​historic​ ​Black​
​communities​ ​of​ ​Montgomery​ ​County​​.​ ​Notably,​ ​we​ ​celebrated​ ​the​
​resilience​ ​of​ ​the​ ​historic​ ​Scotland​ ​community​ ​in​ ​Potomac,​
​Maryland.​​Established​​just​​a​​few​​years​​after​​the​​Civil​​War,​​Scotland​
​was​​founded​​by​​a​​group​​of​​formerly​​enslaved​​people​​who​​bought​​land​​and​​paid​​taxes.​​However,​​over​
​the​​years​​and​​across​​generations,​​Scotland​​citizens​​were​​denied​​access​​to​​basic​​services,​​including​
​sewer,​ ​power,​ ​and​ ​funding​ ​for​ ​schools,​ ​by​ ​the​ ​state​ ​of​ ​Maryland​ ​and​ ​Montgomery​ ​County.​ ​This​
​injustice​ ​began​ ​to​ ​change​ ​with​ ​the​ ​start​ ​of​ ​the​​Civil​​Rights​​movement.​​St.​​Luke’s​​is​​pleased​​to​​be​​a​
​member​ ​of​ ​its​ ​Interfaith​ ​and​ ​Social​ ​Action​ ​Committee,​ ​and​ ​we​ ​are​ ​committed​ ​to​ ​advancing​ ​social​
​justice​​advocacy​​efforts​​alongside​​other​​faith​​communities​​in​​the​​county.​​Irene​​Schindler​​is​​the​​point​​of​
​contact with this outreach.​

​Refugee​ ​Family​​Support:​​St.​​Luke's​​has​​been​​supporting​​an​​Afghan​
​Refugee​ ​family​ ​since​ ​they​ ​arrived​ ​in​ ​2021.​ ​The​ ​Azizis​ ​have​ ​become​
​good​ ​friends​ ​with​ ​some​ ​of​ ​our​ ​church​ ​members.​ ​All​ ​of​ ​the​ ​church​
​community​​has​​been​​so​​supportive​​with​​donations​​of​​time​​and​​money,​
​prayers,​​and​​advocacy.​​To​​deepen​​the​​discussion​​on​​how​​to​​advocate​
​for​ ​the​ ​needs​ ​of​ ​all​ ​refugees​ ​in​ ​this​ ​area,​ ​Dana​ ​Smith​ ​led​ ​two​
​roundtable​​discussions​​on​​August​​24​​in​​Ludlum​​Hall​​on​​our​​St.​​Luke’s​
​Afghan​ ​Refugee​ ​Ministry.​ ​We​ ​discussed​ ​St.​ ​Luke’s​ ​joining​ ​with​ ​other​

​churches​ ​in​ ​their​ ​ministry​ ​to​ ​the​ ​wider​ ​refugee​ ​community,​ ​which​ ​may​ ​include​ ​those​ ​in​ ​our​ ​own​
​extended congregation.​

​With​ ​a​ ​focus​ ​on​ ​human​ ​rights,​ ​a​ ​recorded​ ​sermon​
​was​​offered​​on​​August​​10​​by​​the​​executive​​director​
​of​ ​the​ ​Coptic​ ​Center​ ​for​ ​Development​ ​and​
​Training​ ​in​ ​Egypt,​ ​Sister​ ​Joanna,​ ​on​ ​“Harmful​
​Traditions​​Against​​Women​​and​​Girls​​in​​Egypt,”​​such​
​as​ ​Female​ ​Genital​ ​Mutilation​ ​(FGM),​ ​which​ ​violate​
​their​ ​basic​ ​human​ ​rights​ ​and​ ​dignity.​ ​We​ ​had​ ​two​
​roundtable​ ​discussions​ ​after​ ​each​ ​service,​ ​and​
​handouts​ ​were​ ​distributed​ ​about​ ​the​ ​organization​
​and​ ​its​ ​programs.​ ​We​ ​learned​ ​about​ ​the​ ​Center’s​
​work​ ​in​ ​the​ ​impoverished,​ ​rural​ ​areas​ ​of​ ​Upper​
​Egypt.​ ​Sister​ ​Joanna's​ ​efforts​ ​are​ ​inspiring.​ ​We​ ​appreciate​ ​the​ ​opportunity​ ​to​ ​learn​ ​how​ ​we​ ​can​
​support​ ​the​ ​Center’s​ ​efforts​ ​to​ ​end​ ​the​ ​harmful​ ​traditions​ ​that​ ​affect​ ​women​ ​and​ ​girls.​ ​Thank​ ​you,​
​Soumaia Amin, for making all this possible.​

​Looking to Our Future (September-December)​
​Our​ ​theme​ ​for​ ​the​ ​final​ ​cluster​ ​of​​the​​year,​​Looking​​to​​Our​​Future,​​is​​the​​Gandhian​​mantra,​​“Be​​the​
​change​​you​​want​​to​​see​​in​​the​​world”​​.​ ​From​​the​​Season​​of​​Creation​​and​​Indigenous​​People’s​​Day​



​through​ ​Thanksgiving,​ ​Advent​ ​and​ ​Christmas,​ ​this​​cluster​​celebrates​​and​​commemorates​​themes​​of​
​Christian​ ​hope:​ ​environmental​ ​sustainability​ ​and​ ​the​ ​work​ ​of​ ​Interfaith​ ​Partners​ ​for​ ​the​
​Chesapeake​​;​ ​racial​ ​reconciliation​ ​and​ ​educational​ ​equity​ ​through​ ​the​ ​work​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Bishop​ ​Walker​
​School​​;​ ​indigenous​ ​justice,​ ​and​ ​our​ ​budding​ ​relationship​ ​with​ ​the​ ​Piscataway​ ​Nation;​ ​and​
​sustainable​​development​​through​​our​​support​​for​​Episcopal​​Relief​​and​​Development.​​We​​kicked​​off​
​the​​cluster​​with​​a​​sermon​​delivered​​on​​September​​7​​by​​Marta​​Montoro,​​who​​reflected​​on​​our​​uncertain​
​times and our need to hold onto our faith and hope in God’s redemption.​

​St.​​Luke’s​​has​​an​​ongoing​​partnership​​with​​the​​Bishop​​John​​T.​
​Walker​ ​School​​,​ ​a​ ​tuition-free​ ​Episcopal​ ​school​ ​for​ ​boys​ ​in​
​grades​​K-5,​​located​​in​​Southeast​​Washington,​​D.C​​.​ ​The​​school​
​strives​ ​to​ ​alter​ ​the​ ​educational​ ​and​ ​social​ ​trajectory​ ​of​ ​boys​
​from​​traditionally​​underserved​​communities,​​preparing​​them​​for​
​leadership​ ​and​ ​service.​ ​Throughout​ ​August,​ ​St.​ ​Luke’s​
​collected​ ​a​ ​wide​ ​variety​ ​of​ ​school​ ​supplies,​ ​which​ ​scholars,​
​faculty,​ ​staff,​ ​and​ ​families​ ​greatly​ ​appreciated.​ ​St.​ ​Luke’s​
​invited​​Head​​of​​School​​Dr.​​Angelina​​Arrington​​to​​deliver​​the​​All​
​Saints​ ​Day​ ​reflection,​ ​as​ ​BWS​ ​does​ ​the​ ​work​ ​of​ ​the​
​modern-day​ ​saints​ ​in​ ​the​ ​world.​ ​Marta​ ​Montoro​ ​and​ ​Melissa​
​Oppenheimer are our partner liaisons.​

​The​ ​St.​ ​Luke’s​ ​Green​ ​Team,​ ​led​ ​by​ ​Sister​ ​Patricia​ ​Terry,​
​Soumaia​ ​Amin,​ ​and​ ​Patrick​ ​Crump,​ ​continues​ ​to​ ​call​ ​St.​
​Lukers​ ​to​ ​care​ ​for​ ​God’s​ ​creation​ ​through​ ​awareness​ ​and​
​lifestyle​ ​changes,​ ​stewardship​ ​activities,​ ​and​ ​public​
​advocacy.​ ​At​ ​St.​ ​Luke’s​ ​2024​ ​annual​ ​meeting,​ ​the​
​congregation​ ​unanimously​ ​endorsed​ ​Interfaith​ ​Partners​ ​for​
​the​ ​Chesapeake’s​ ​Partner​ ​Congregation​ ​Pledge​​,​ ​which​ ​you​
​will​ ​find​ ​hanging​ ​on​ ​the​ ​wall​ ​near​ ​the​​basement​​entrance​​to​
​the​ ​church.​ ​During​ ​the​ ​2025​ ​Maryland​ ​General​ ​Assembly​
​session,​ ​parishioners​ ​participated​ ​in​ ​advocacy​ ​events​ ​in​
​support​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Bottle​ ​Bill,​​including​​in-person​​lobbying​​of​​our​
​representatives​ ​in​ ​Annapolis.​ ​Our​ ​church​ ​found​ ​common​
​cause​ ​with​ ​the​ ​Maryland​ ​Episcopal​ ​Public​ ​Policy​ ​Network​
​(MEPPN)​ ​and​ ​provided​ ​testimony,​ ​as​ ​well​ ​as​ ​letters​ ​in​
​support​ ​of​ ​several​ ​environmental​ ​and​ ​social​ ​justice​ ​bills.​
​With​ ​our​ ​state​ ​facing​ ​a​ ​looming​ ​budget​ ​deficit,​ ​this​ ​year’s​
​session​ ​was​ ​discouraging​ ​for​ ​social​ ​justice​ ​causes.​ ​However,​ ​we​ ​did​ ​contribute​ ​to​ ​some​ ​significant​
​wins,​ ​including​ ​the​ ​passage​ ​of​ ​positive​ ​amendments​ ​to​ ​the​ ​Next​ ​Generation​ ​Energy​ ​Act​ ​and​ ​key​
​provisions​ ​from​ ​the​ ​Protecting​ ​Sensitive​ ​Locations​ ​Act​ ​on​ ​behalf​ ​of​ ​our​ ​immigrant​ ​neighbors.​ ​St.​
​Luke’s​ ​also​ ​participated​ ​in​ ​MEPPN’s​ ​Social​ ​Justice​ ​Day​ ​on​ ​September​ ​27​ ​to​ ​prepare​ ​for​ ​the​ ​2026​
​General Assembly session.​

​St.​ ​Luke’s​ ​is​ ​now​ ​represented​ ​on​ ​the​ ​Diocese​ ​of​ ​Washington’s​ ​Creation​ ​Care​ ​Team​​,​ ​and​​helped​​to​
​promote​​the​​Season​​of​​Creation​​across​​the​​Diocese.​ ​Our​​own​​celebrations​​included​​partnering​​with​

http://www.bishopwalkerschool.org/
http://www.bishopwalkerschool.org/
https://www.interfaithchesapeake.org/sign_our_partner_congregation_pledge
https://episcopalmaryland.org/advocacy/
https://edow.org/ministries-programs/equity-and-justice/creation-care/


​the​ ​supper​ ​group​ ​for​ ​a​ ​sustainable​ ​cooking-themed​ ​supper​ ​group​​(September​​13),​​and​​a​​wonderful​
​forum​ ​on​ ​the​ ​transformational​ ​impact​ ​on​ ​earth​ ​consciousness​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Apollo​ ​8​ ​mission​ ​that​​took​​the​
​first-ever​​“earthrise”​​photograph​​in​​1968​​(September​​21).​​Our​​“​​Be​​the​​Church”​​event,​​the​​Cabin​​John​
​Creek​ ​Interfaith​ ​Stewardship​ ​event​ ​(September​ ​28),​ ​was​ ​organized​ ​in​ ​partnership​ ​with​ ​Interfaith​
​Partners​​for​​the​​Chesapeake​​and​​a​​variety​​of​​Christian,​​Jewish,​
​and​ ​Muslim​ ​congregations​ ​located​ ​in​ ​the​ ​Cabin​ ​John​ ​Creek​
​watershed.​ ​The​​Season​​of​​Creation​​concluded​​with​​our​​annual​
​Pet​ ​Blessing​ ​in​ ​celebration​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Feast​ ​of​ ​St.​ ​Francis.​ ​St.​
​Lukers​ ​once​ ​again​ ​made​ ​generous​ ​financial​ ​and​ ​in-kind​
​donations​ ​to​​the​​Chompers​​Pet​​Food​​Bank​​,​​which​​provides​​pet​
​food​ ​to​ ​pet​ ​guardians​ ​facing​ ​economic​ ​hardship,​ ​so​ ​they​ ​have​
​the​​means​​necessary​​to​​care​​for​​their​​companion​​animals.​ ​And​
​finally,​ ​St.​ ​Luke’s​ ​observation​ ​of​ ​Indigenous​ ​Peoples’​ ​Day​ ​this​
​year​ ​included​ ​a​ ​sermon​ ​and​ ​forum​ ​on​ ​“remembrance,​
​recognition,​ ​and​ ​reconciliation”​ ​delivered​ ​by​ ​Adam​ ​Greene,​
​Emissary​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Piscataway​ ​Nation​​,​ ​on​ ​whose​​land​​our​​church​
​and community are located.​

​Small​​Things​​Matter​​is​​a​​small,​​local,​​youth-centered​​nonprofit​
​organization​ ​committed​ ​to​ ​helping​ ​those​ ​in​​need​​through​​small​
​acts​​of​​kindness,​​particularly​​through​​food​​programs.​​St.​​Luke’s​
​continued​​to​​provide​​baked​​goods​​for​​their​​periodic​​distributions​​in​​Langley​​Park​​during​​the​​early​​part​
​of​​the​​year,​​and​​will​​invite​​parishioners​​to​​participate​​in​​STM’s​​Holiday​​Toy​​Drive​​in​​2025,​​as​​we​​did​​in​
​2024. Marta Montoro is our partner liaison.​

​Episcopal​ ​Relief​ ​and​ ​Development​​,​ ​known​ ​at​ ​St.​ ​Luke’s​ ​as​
​‘Holy​ ​Cow,’​ ​promotes​ ​sustainable​ ​development​ ​worldwide​ ​and​
​provides​ ​relief​ ​in​ ​times​ ​of​ ​suffering​ ​through​ ​its​ ​‘Gifts​ ​for​ ​Life’​
​program.​ ​St.​ ​Luke’s​ ​raised​ ​nearly​ ​$13,000​ ​during​ ​the​ ​2024​
​Holy​ ​Cow​ ​campaign,​ ​with​ ​all​ ​undesignated​ ​donations​ ​once​
​again​ ​going​ ​to​ ​the​ ​Middle​ ​East​ ​Fund,​ ​primarily​ ​in​ ​support​ ​of​
​Gaza’s​​Al-Ahli​​Hospital,​​which​​helped​​serve​​2,800​​patients.​​Our​
​Children’s​​Church​​youth​​also​​chose​​$700​​worth​​of​​Gifts​​for​​Life​
​that​ ​were​ ​important​​to​​them.​​Our​​cumulative,​​17-year​​donation​
​total​​now​​exceeds​​$295,000;​​get​​ready​​for​​another​​robust​​Holy​
​Cow​ ​campaign​ ​during​ ​Advent​​2025!​ ​Marta​​Montoro​​and​​other​
​parishioners help coordinate this effort.​

​In​​addition​​to​​ongoing​​partnerships,​​St.​​Luke’s​​raised​​$4,300​​for​​the​​World​​Food​​Program-USA’s​​relief​
​work​​in​​Sudan​​through​​the​​Christmas​​Eve​​offering;​​details​​on​​the​​2025​​offering​​will​​be​​shared​​as​​we​
​approach the season.​

https://awlmc.org/chompers-pet-food-bank/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Piscataway_Indian_Nation_and_Tayac_Territory
https://smallthingsmatter.org/
https://www.episcopalrelief.org/


​Interested in learning more?​

​We​​welcome​​all​​parishioners,​​friends,​​and​​volunteers.​​Any​​one​​of​​the​​CE​​Committee​​would​​be​​glad​​to​
​share​ ​more​ ​information​ ​about​ ​Community​ ​Engagement​ ​activities,​ ​the​ ​various​ ​organizations​ ​we​
​support,​​or​​answer​​any​​questions​​about​​how​​you​​can​​utilize​​your​​gifts​​and​​interest​​to​​be​​of​​service​​to​
​our​ ​neighbors.​ ​Our​ ​CE​ ​Committee​ ​will​ ​communicate​ ​upcoming​ ​events,​ ​speakers​ ​from​ ​our​ ​partner​
​organizations,​​and​​the​​multiple​​ways​​that​​parishioners​​can​​engage.​ ​Whether​​helping​​with​​a​​one-time​
​activity​​or​​volunteering​​with​​a​​partner​​organization,​​your​​contribution​​is​​essential.​ ​For​​young​​people,​
​SSL hours are available for many Community Engagement activities.​


