
  

ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION 
OF 

THE VESTRY OF TRINITY PARISH, MONTGOMERY COUNTY 
 
These Articles of Incorporation of The Vestry of Trinity Parish, Montgomery County, are filed 
pursuant to Sections 5-341 and 5-304 of the Corporations and Associations Article of the 
Annotated Code of Maryland (the “Corporations Code”) and Chapter 862 of the Maryland 
Laws of 2024.  The Vestry of Trinity Parish, Montgomery County, heretofore has existed and 
been recognized as a community and body corporate under the authority of Chapter 24 of 
the Maryland Acts of 1798, as amended and as most recently contained in Chapter 96 of 
the Acts of the Maryland General Assembly of 1976 (the “Maryland Vestry Act”). 
 
FIRST: The name of the corporation is: The Vestry of Trinity Parish, Montgomery County 
(hereinafter referred to as the “Parish”). The address of the Parish’s principal place of 
worship is 6030 Grosvenor Lane, Bethesda, Maryland 20814.  
 
SECOND: The corporate and temporal affairs of the Parish shall be managed by its Vestry, 
whose current members have been elected to act in the name and on behalf of the Parish 
as a religious corporation. The names, addresses, and signatures of the current members 
of the Vestry, each of whom is 18 years old or older, are set forth below, in the attestation of 
these Articles of Incorporation. 
 
THIRD:  The Parish recognizes and confirms its obligation to conform to the Constitution 
and Canons of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States of America 
(hereinafter referred to as the “Episcopal Church”) and to the Constitution and Canons of 
the Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the Diocese of Washington 
(hereinafter referred to as the “Diocese”).  The Parish is organized to provide for and 
promote the worship of Almighty God in accordance with the doctrine, discipline, rites, 
forms, usages, and ceremonies of the Episcopal Church and for related charitable, 
educational, and religious purposes; and, in pursuance of these purposes, to provide and 
maintain one or more churches or places of worship, missions, schools, parish houses, 
and rectories; and to do any and all things germane, incidental, and necessary to carry 
these objects and purposes into full effect.  As a religious corporation now organized under 
Title 5 of the Corporations Code, the Parish shall possess all the powers, rights, privileges, 
capacities, and immunities that religious corporations and their trustees/vestry members 
are authorized, and may hereafter be authorized, to possess under the Constitution and 
laws of Maryland. 
 
FOURTH: The Vestry of the Parish shall consist of the Rector, the Senior Warden, the Junior 
Warden, and nine other Vestry members during the term of their service and not thereafter. 
Optionally, the Vestry may also include up to two Junior Vestry members.   
 
A. Time and manner for the election of new members of the Vestry: At each annual meeting 
of the Parish, normally held during the month of October, elections shall be held to fill any 
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Senior Warden, Junior Warden, Vestry member, or (optional) Junior Vestry positions that are 
vacant. The term of Senior Warden and Junior Warden shall be two years, the term of Vestry 
members (other than Junior Vestry members) shall be three years, the term of Junior Vestry 
members shall be one year, and the term of each shall continue until the election of a duly 
qualified successor. 
 
B. Qualifications of those eligible to be elected as members of the Vestry: All members of 
the Parish who are at least 18 years of age and are eligible to vote at a Parish meeting are 
qualified to be elected as the Senior Warden, the Junior Warden, or a Vestry member. All 
members of the Parish who are at least 16 and no more than 18 years of age and are a 
Communicant in Good Standing (as defined in the Canons of the Episcopal Church) 
are eligible to be elected as a Junior Vestry member.   
 
C. Qualifications of those eligible to vote at a Parish meeting: Persons are eligible to vote at 
meetings of the Parish if they are: 

1. Members of the Parish in good standing (as defined in the Canons of the 
Episcopal Church); 

2. At least 16 years of age; and 

3. Contributors of record to the Parish, as determined in accordance with the Bylaws 
of the Parish. 

 
FIFTH: The name and address of the resident agent of the Parish are: The Corporation Trust 
Incorporated, 2405 York Road, Suite 201, Lutherville Timonium, Maryland 21093-2264. 
 
SIXTH: The Parish is organized to operate exclusively for charitable, educational, and 
religious purposes within the meaning of section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986, as amended (together with any successor provisions, the “Internal Revenue Code”). 
 
Notwithstanding any other provision of these Articles, the Parish shall not carry on any 
activities not permitted to be carried on (a) by a corporation exempt from Federal income 
tax under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, or (b) by a corporation to which 
contributions are deductible under section 170(c)(2) of the Internal Revenue Code.  
 
In the event of dissolution of the Parish, ownership of its assets (subject to any and all 
applicable liens and encumbrances, including any trusts, reversions, and other conditions 
and limitations of gifts to the Parish) shall pass to the Diocese; provided, however, that if 
distribution to the Diocese is not possible, then the assets  of the Parish shall be 
distributed for one or more exempt purposes within the meaning of section 501(c)(3) of the 
Internal Revenue Code, or shall be distributed to the Federal government, or to a state or 
local government for public purposes. Any such assets not so disposed of shall be 
disposed of at the direction of a court of competent jurisdiction in Montgomery County, 
Maryland, exclusively for such purposes or to such organization or organizations formed 
and operated exclusively for such purposes, as such court shall determine. 
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SEVENTH: Except as provided in these Articles, the corporate and temporal affairs of the 
Parish shall be regulated and determined as provided in its Bylaws.  

EIGHTH: The duration of the Parish shall be perpetual, subject to any dissolution or other 
action affecting the continued existence of the Parish. 
 
NINTH: These Articles of Incorporation may be amended in the manner provided for 
religious corporations under the Corporations Code. 
 
TENTH: These Articles of Incorporation, which contain the plan of the Church required 
under Sections 5-304(b) and 5-302(c) of the Corporations Code, are filed in response to 
enactment of Part VII of Title 5 of the Corporations Code (enacted in Chapter 862 of the 
Maryland Laws of 2024).  Neither the filing of these Articles of Incorporation and their 
acceptance by the Department of Assessments and Taxation nor anything contained in 
these Articles of Incorporation implies or may be construed to imply that the Parish has not 
heretofore been properly incorporated and legally existing as a community and body 
corporate authorized, established, and operating under the Vestry Act.    
 
ELEVENTH: All real and personal property held by or for the benefit of the Parish is held in 
trust for the Episcopal Church and the Diocese. The existence of this trust, however, shall 
in no way limit the power and authority of the Parish otherwise existing over such property 
so long as it remains a part of the Episcopal Church and the Diocese and subject to their 
Constitutions and Canons. The power to encumber or alienate real property shall, however, 
be limited by and be subject to the Constitution and Canons of the Episcopal Church and 
the Constitution and Canons of the Diocese. 
 
TWELFTH: These Articles of Incorporation may not be amended without the consent of the 
Ecclesiastical Authority (as defined in the Constitution and Canons of the Diocese) of the 
Diocese. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, we the members of the Vestry have signed these Articles of 
Incorporation and severally acknowledge the same to be our act. 
 
NAMES, ADDRESSES AND SIGNATURES OF MEMBERS OF THE VESTRY: 

 
 
Jessica Hitchcock 
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 
6030 Grosvenor Lane 
Bethesda, Maryland 20814  

 
 
Deb Marks 
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 
6030 Grosvenor Lane 
Bethesda, Maryland 20814  

 
 
Sarah Hutchins 
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 

 
 
Michelle Canick 
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 
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6030 Grosvenor Lane 
Bethesda, Maryland 20814  

6030 Grosvenor Lane 
Bethesda, Maryland 20814  

 
 
Kayla Blackwell 
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 
6030 Grosvenor Lane 
Bethesda, Maryland 20814  

 
 
Theresa Wambach 
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 
6030 Grosvenor Lane 
Bethesda, Maryland 20814  

 
 
Emily Huebner 
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 
6030 Grosvenor Lane 
Bethesda, Maryland 20814  

 
 
Ed Krauland 
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 
6030 Grosvenor Lane 
Bethesda, Maryland 20814  

 
 
Melissa Oppenheimer 
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 
6030 Grosvenor Lane 
Bethesda, Maryland 20814  

 
 
Kathleen Hall 
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 
6030 Grosvenor Lane 
Bethesda, Maryland 20814 

 
 
Mary Kimelblatt 
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 
6030 Grosvenor Lane 
Bethesda, Maryland 20814 

 
 
Alison Rouleau 
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 
6030 Grosvenor Lane 
Bethesda, Maryland 20814 

 
 
RETURN TO:  
 
The Corporation Trust Incorporated, 2405 York Road, Suite 201, Lutherville Timonium, 
Maryland 21093-2264. 
 
I hereby consent to my designation in document as resident agent for this 
SIGNATURE OF RESIDENT AGENT LISTED IN ARTICLE FIFTH: 
 
 
_______________________________ 
 
_______________________________ 


